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Teaching Strategies has been providing users with the ability to generate state mandated OSEP reports for years.  We have recently strengthened our reporting capabilities by increasing the sensitivity of the conversion process. Partnering with Researchers from the Center for Educational Measurement and Evaluation at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, in collaboration with researchers at the ECO center, Teaching Strategies converted item level data in Teaching Strategies GOLD™ to a 7 point scale that is then used for OSEP reporting. A conversion process is necessary because the data the teachers enter into GOLD does not use the same scale as the 1 to 7 OSEP scores. 
The first step involved in the process was to collaborate with ECO to create a crosswalk between the OSEP outcomes and the items of the Teaching Strategies GOLD™ assessment system. Each item in GOLD was examined for a potential match to at least one of the skills and developmental milestones that are included in the OSEP outcome measures.  Once the appropriate matching items were organized by OSEP outcome, statistical evidence was gathered that a reliable and valid scale score could be created from these items.  
Researchers separated the population of children assessed using the Teaching Strategies GOLD™ system into three month age bands and according to whether they did or did not have an IEP / IFSP.  This process allowed the researchers to understand what scores would be expected for each age band, on each outcome, for both typically developing children and those with identified special needs.

The next step was identifying the scores for 5 and 6, on the 1 to 7 scale. This was chosen as a starting point because this is the dividing line between what is typically developing and below expectations.  In order to do so, the researchers created a statistically based band of scores around the average score for typically developing children for each outcome and age band.  
This process was used for each three month age band so that a set of cut scores was created across the entire 1 to 7 OSEP reporting scale.  These cut scores can be used to convert Teaching Strategies GOLD™ raw scores for any child to the OSEP scaling, based on how a child scores relative to how children of the same age, typically developing and with special needs, were rated on the same items.
Teaching Strategies is committed to providing users with the most accurate assessment of children’s abilities and is happy to discuss this process further. If you have additional questions about the process please email JenniferM@teachingstrategies.com.
