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Important Points about the
DRDP Assessment System

To Keep in Mind

In the spring of 2007, The DRDP Assessment System was implemented for all 3, 4, and 5-year-old children with IEPs who receive preschool special education services. The Desired Results access Project has identified specific areas of concern based on the preliminary DRDP data submitted by assessors and on questions from the field. Below is a list of key points that SELPA training teams should keep in mind and emphasize with assessors. 

· The selection of the appropriate DRDP instrument is an IEP team decision. A child’s disability should not be the determining factor in selecting the instrument. 

· In the rare event that the IEP team reconsiders the choice of DRDP instrument, the change must occur before the child’s Rating Record is submitted for the first time. An addendum to the IEP must document this change of instrument. The instrument selected will be the instrument used for the entire period of time the child is receiving preschool services.
· Submit DRDP data according to the timelines posted at www.draccess.org for each assessment period. The dates for entering data for spring, 2008 are currently posted. 

· Adaptations may be used with both the PS DRDP-R (for Children with IEPs) and the DRDP access. Adaptations are those supports that are in place for the child on a daily basis and across settings. Adaptations were not widely identified on the Rating Records during the initial data collection period. Assessors should identify adaptations for each child even if they are in use for many students and are part of the everyday classroom environment.  

· All SELPAs who enter data into SEDRS are able to receive a Developmental Status Report for each child assessed. The report contains scale scores that allow comparison of scores across Indicator Groups. Teachers may ask their administrators and/or data entry personnel to send them the Developmental Status Reports for the children they assessed.  For more information about the Developmental Status Reports, refer to SEDRS Module 3 posted at www.draccess.org/reporting/trainingmodules.html
· Teachers should keep the assessment dates in mind when describing progress across assessment periods. An assessment period of less than six months may reflect less progress for a child than if a full six-month time period had elapsed between ratings. Structure your assessment planning so that children are observed on a continual basis and that DRDP data are recorded within the assessment period. 
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