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Child Outcomes Measurement: 

Practices at the Local Level

SC State Profile

Lead Agency:
      
Programs for Exceptional Children, State Department of Education
Age range:

Three through five
Approach to outcomes measurement:

· Using the Child Outcomes Summary Form (COSF)
· Team approach!

Stakeholder process for determining how we would measure outcomes:

· Preschool task force
Commonly used assessment tools are:
· Assessment, Evaluation and Programming System for Infants and Toddlers (AEPS) 

· Standardized measures to include PLS-4, Battelle 2nd ed, Bayley, Vineland II parent interview, BASC-2, VMI 5th ed,

· CBAs and CBMs: Get It Got It Go, input from private preschool providers and LOTS of natural environment observations in homes and preschool settings, and parent input!
How long have we been collecting outcome data?

· More than a year at the local level 
Local Challenges, Strategies and Benefits
Challenge:  Limited staff development time

Strategies:

· Collaboration with other offices within school district

· Focus groups scheduled throughout the year for teachers after school

· Training module to include DVD, individual assistance if needed

Challenge:  Learning age-expected child development

Strategies:

· Use of SC Good Start, Grow Smart, Early Learning Standards

· Use of web resources

· Team communication

· Input from general education and private preschool teachers

Challenge:  Meeting as a team

Strategies:  
· Phone conferences 

· Scheduling meetings to coincide with IEP team meetings

· Shared folder on district site that is password protected

Challenge:  Shift toward thinking functionally

Strategies:  

· Always trying to picture children in different settings

· Collecting information from the family about how the child functions in daily life

Benefits
· Opportunities to collaborate with other staff, other programs

· Improved IEP goals
· Improved communication with families about child’s functioning
