Danny was evaluated by the Norfolk Infant Program on July 2, 2007.  At that time his developmental strengths and upcoming skills were as follows…

I.  Positive Social Relationships:

Danny is a happy little boy who adapts well to new surroundings and is not currently showing any stranger anxiety.  He transitioned well to playing with the evaluators and did not show hesitation when introduced to new people in a new place.  His mother reports that he does not get upset when she drops him off at daycare and he enjoys being around other children as well as adults.  He loves to play with his big sisters and he is usually happy and smiling throughout the day.  When he was presented with a mirror, he smiled at himself and vocalized to his image and he also vocalized and reached for Mom when he started to get hungry.  His Mom describes him as being very laid back as seen by his lack of protest when a toy was taken away from him and his lack of anxiety when being separated from Mom.

Upcoming skills:

In the next several months, Danny should start to show anxiety around new people and at the idea of being separated from his mother.  He will also start to recognize and respond to his name by turning his head, smiling and making eye contact.  Danny will also start to be more involved in social games and play time by responding to simple requests in nursery rhymes and imitating playful sounds.  Danny will also start to recognize names for familiar people and he may show this by using "mama" to get his mother's attention.

II.  Acquiring New Knowledge and Skills:

Danny is learning most of his new knowledge and skills by exploring things with his hands and mouth at this time.  Danny is picking up small toys such as rings or a block and most of what he is able to get into his hands goes into his mouth for exploration.  Danny will also look for a toy that he has dropped showing that he is gaining some understanding that toys do not disappear when they are out of sight.  Danny also shows understanding of what is going on around him by getting excited when he sees his food being prepared and turning his head to locate the source of a voice or a rattle.  As he is gaining more control of his hand and arm movements, Danny is persistently reaching for toys that are near him and he is picking up items such as a spoon, a cup by its handle, and a ring.

Upcoming skills:

As Danny gets a little older and gets more control of his fine motor movements, he will become more accurate at picking up toys and small items such as cereal.  He will being with a raking movement and will work his way up to using his thumb and fingertips to pick up things off of his tray.  He will be able to explore more toys at one time by holding different objects in each hand and he will start using his index finger to point or poke at things.  Danny will also start to learn the cause and effect of his favorite toys by repeating actions that make noise and banging and shaking his toys to see what they will do.  As he gets older, Danny will also become less of an oral explorer and more of a visual one as he starts to look at books and imitate actions.

III.  Taking Action to Get Needs Met:

At this time, most of Danny's needs are anticipated and met by his mother without much effort on his part.  Danny is now eating stage 2 foods from a spoon without difficulty and he is taking formula from a bottle with no problem.  Danny bites and chews toys during play but has not been exposed to too many solid foods such as cookies, crackers, or cereal to know how he can handle them.  Danny is sleeping all night and taking 2 naps during the day which is appropriate for his age.  Danny is starting to gain some independence in his mobility and he is now rolling from his back to his tummy and tummy to back.  He has good control of his head and he will bear weight in his legs when held in standing.  When laying on his tummy he is able to prop himself up to look around and he will pivot in a circle to get to toys or see what is going on around him.

Upcoming skills:

As Danny gets older his mobility will improve and he will continue to gain independence with getting his needs met throughout the day.  In the next few months, Danny will start to sit on the floor by himself without help and he will start to move himself from sitting to his tummy and back into sitting without difficulty.  When on his tummy, Danny will start to push up onto hands and knees and once he gets comfortable there, he will start to do some crawling to get to things that are out of his reach.  Danny's feeding and sleeping will also start to change as he gets older and he should start to finger feed himself small items such as cereal as well as cookies or crackers that are appropriate for his age.  Danny will also start to finger feed himself some of his meals and he will transition to a sippy cup for his liquids.
Summary: Danny is a very happy and social little boy who has a lot of great skills for his adjusted age.  Danny had a very brief medical history and with a gestational age of 32 weeks this got him off to a very good start.  Danny had been healthy since his birth and his mother feels that he has continued to progress in his development without much difficulty.  Danny has not received any prior services and his mother did not have any specific areas of concern at the time of his evaluation.

