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Guidance Related to Implementing Birth to Five System to Measure Child Outcomes
This document has been prepared to assist Early Adopters in the implementation of our shared system to measure outcomes for the children we serve.  The references to the assessment instrument specifically refer to the Battelle Developmental Inventory, Revised Edition. 
Administration of Instrument
1. Will we be required to report data on all five domains? 

Yes.  At this time, you will be required to report data on all five domains of the instrument – adaptive, personal-social, communication, motor, and cognitive.
2. What is the possibility of conducting arena assessment?


The BDI-2 is appropriate for use in an arena assessment.
3. If arena assessments are an option, how would the cost associated with additional staffing be addressed?

No mechanism as yet has been identified for reimbursement of assessments done solely for the purpose of child outcome measurement.  Current mechanisms are available for reimbursement for eligibility and ongoing assessment via the service taxonomy and LES budgeted Direct Service Staff and Direct Service Unit Cost line items.
Consent

4. Is written parent consent required to administer the instrument used for the accountability system to measure child outcomes?

If administration of the instrument is a part of the child’s initial evaluation or, for preschool-age children, is a part of the reevaluation process, then parent consent is required, consistent with the same procedures that are in place now for written notice and parent consent.  

However, if you are using the instrument as part of the on-going assessment (e.g. at the close of the preschool year for all preschool children with disabilities exiting the program outside the reevaluation process) parent consent would not be required.  Please refer to the “Frequently Asked Questions” document prepared by the Office of Special Education Programs.”  The following information is from that document.
In general, if the SEA or LEA [or lead agency] collects, uses, or maintains information about an eligible child to meet the requirements of Part B [Part C], including reporting on child outcomes, prior written parental consent is not required under Part B [Part C].

5. Must parent consent be obtained by the Local Early Steps (LES) to provide the testing data (shared point of information data) to the school district? 

Yes. Any information that LES provides to the school district requires written parental consent.

6. If we administer the instrument as an end of the year assessment, outside the re-evaluation process, and we have not obtained consent, is it problematic for us to consider this information at a later time when making a determination regarding dismissal? 
No.  Title 34 §300.305, Code of Federal Regulations, entitled “Additional requirements for evaluation and reevaluation” requires that individual educational plan (IEP) teams review a wide array of information as part of the reevaluation process when determining what additional data, if any, are needed to determine whether a child is still a child with a disability.  The data sources cited include classroom-based, local, and state assessments, classroom-based observations, observations by teachers and related services providers, and input from the parent.  
7. Can Local Early Steps release evaluations conducted by a private provider?

LES who have obtained prior written parental consent can release evaluation reports conducted by a private provider. The consent form must list the specific documents that will be released and to whom they will be released. Confidentiality provisions and prior written consent to release information provisions apply to all of the Early Steps records and it does not matter how those records were acquired (i.e., through a provider who the Local Early Steps has paid to provide the service vs. an entity that they did not pay) or whether specific services were paid for through Part C funds.
Child Population Included

8. Must the instrument be used with all infants, toddlers, and preschool children, including “speech only children” even if we are only providing services in a single domain?

Yes.  We must report outcomes across the three reporting categories, for all infants, toddlers, and preschool children with disabilities. 

9. Should BDI-2 scores be adjusted for prematurity? 

No.  When the BDI-2 is used for accountability purpose, the child’s score must be calculated based on actual chronological age. 
For the purpose of determining eligibility, scores for premature children less than 24 months chronological age at the time of testing should be compared to peers of their adjusted age."

10. Will we report two scores for premature infants?
No.  
11. If a child moves to another Early Steps Program or school district, is this considered exiting the program and does the new district/LES do a new assessment? 
No.  Moving to another LES or school district is not considered exiting the program.  The new LES or school district would not be required to re-administer the instrument to obtain “point of entry” data.
12. Who completes exit evaluations for children who transfer to another county?

The exit evaluation will be completed by the LES or school district for the new county. 

13. If a parent does not wish to be referred to the school district and exits to another community provider, must the LES conduct an exit evaluation?

Yes.

Using Information for Establishing Eligibility for School District Speech/Language Services or Other Services
14. Is the instrument considered a comprehensive language assessment?
At this time, the BDI-2 is not considered a comprehensive measure of language abilities.  The BDI-2 may be utilized as a secondary measure in the language evaluation process in that the results may be reported and used to aid in determining eligibility for the Program for Students with Speech/Language Impairments.  In other words, these results could be combined with results from comprehensive language evaluation measures, such as the Preschool Language Scale, 4th Edition (PLS-4) or the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, Preschool, 2nd Edition (CELF-P-2).  However, the BDI-2 may not be solely used for eligibility determination for this program.  This issue will continue to be considered and further technical assistance will be provided in the future.
15. Can a speech/language pathologist be required to give the language/communication portion of the assessment so that the LEA can use results to determine eligibility or related services?
The decision regarding appropriate test administrators is one made at the local level.  Speech-language pathologists can be considered a qualified evaluator, so in some cases, it may be determined that an SLP is the appropriate test administrator.  However, again, this decision is a local one. 
16. Is the instrument considered a “test of intellectual functioning?”  

No.  The BDI-2 is considered a developmental assessment.  If a preschool-age child is being considered for eligibility for a program that requires a “test of intellectual functioning” then an additional instrument would have to be administered for eligibility purposes.  
The following information is found on page 13 of the BDI-2 Examiner’s Manual.
The BDI-2 is designed and constructed as an assessment of child development. It may be used to identify and describe developmental delay, as well as typical or advanced development. It is not intended as an instrument for diagnosing specific disabilities, such as mental retardation, learning disabilities, or attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder. However, it is appropriate for a multidisciplinary assessment team to use results from the BDI-2 as they determine the nature and extent of a child's disability.
Qualified Staff

17. What staff can administer the instrument?

The following description of user qualifications and professional qualifications is from the Batelle Developmental Inventory – 2nd Edition, Examiner’s Manual.
Preschool, kindergarten and primary school teachers, special educators, and infant intervention providers are the primary user groups for the BDI-2.  Related services providers, such as speech-language pathologists, adaptive physical education specialist, psychologist, and diagnosticians are also likely to use the BDI-2 to measure the functional abilities of young children.  Educational aides who have considerable experience working with the children being assessed may appropriately use the BDI-2 or parts of it if they have received comprehensive training in its administration and demonstrated proficiency in its use through supervised practice with the instrument. 
Reporting Data 

18. Which scores (raw scores, scaled scores, standard scores, etc.); need to be reported on the scoring form?
The single-page hand-scoring form includes a 6-column table called the Summary Profile. The columns that need to be filled out for data collection purposes are (counting the leftmost column as column #1): column #3, which displays the subdomain raw score totals; column #5, which displays the sub domain scaled scores; and column #6, which displays the sums of subdomain scaled scores. The age equivalent scores and percentile ranks are not needed.

The sum of scaled scores should also be transferred to the Conversion Table for Sum of Scaled Scores that is located to the right of the Summary Profile. The Developmental Quotient that corresponds to each of the Sum of Scaled Scores must then be entered in the appropriate column. The percentile rank and confidence interval are not needed.

For those submitting printouts of the Scoring Pro reports, please submit the "All Scores Summary Report" rather than screen captures or other variations of reports. 

19. Do we need to fill out the graphs on the front of the protocol?  
No.

20. When should the new entry testing data be submitted?

Please refer to the data collection instructions for specific requirement details.

21. Is it possible to extend the exit assessment window past June 30, 2007, to the end of July so additional time is available to complete the testing? 

No - for children exiting 619.  Children exiting Part C between 6/1 and 6/30 will continue to have 30 days for exit assessment.

Reporting Outcomes to OSEP

22. For children in the severe/profound range, whose standard score is below 55, how do we report progress/growth?

If proper administration procedures are followed, a raw score of 0 can be a valid score. Raw subdomain scores of 0 typically correspond to a scaled score of 1, or, for very young infants in some subdomains, 2. The minimum possible scaled score in any domain aligns with a standard score of 55. Therefore, the lowest standard score obtainable on the BDI-2 is a score of 55. This score is 3 standard deviations below the mean, and corresponds to a percentile rank of 0.1. Thus, only two possibilities exist in terms of measurement of the most profoundly delayed children. Either the assessment is determined to be valid, in which case any raw scores of 0 (in one or more domains) translate into standard scores of at least 55; OR the assessment is determined not to be valid. The accountability system cannot make use of invalid assessment data. For children with valid assessments, progress will be assessed based on changes in the scaled scores and/or standard scores. 

The BDI-2 manual offers the following cautions about using valid 0 scores:

"A total subdomain score of 0 is a valid score that, once obtained, should not be summarily dropped or ignored. Technically, however, a 0 raw score provides an unknown degree of precision in estimating a person's ability. Therefore, use caution when children obtain 0 raw scores." (p. 60).

Early Collectors Follow-up
23. When will the Early Collector districts/LES programs that submitted score receive data tracking information?  What specific information will be included?

Specific instructions for data collection have been provided and will be reviewed with participating school districts and LES at periodic intervals.  
Supporting LES and School Districts
24. Can we get additional assistance installing and setting up the electronic scoring program?

We will pursue further support from Riverside, the publisher of the instrument and proprietor of the scoring software. 
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