Jacob was evaluated by the Norfolk Infant Development Program on May 14, 2007.  At the time of his evaluation, his developmental strengths and upcoming skills were as follows…

I. Positive Social Relationships: Based on today's observation and the reports from his mother, Jacob's social skills are an area of strength for him.  Jacob was hesitant of the evaluation team when they first entered his home but with Mom close by he soon warmed up and was willing to participate in the eval activities.  Eventually, Jacob began initiating his own play activities and initiating conversation with the team members.  His mother reports that he plays well at preschool with the other children his age and he will play appropriately with his toys at school and at home.  Jacob will play cooperatively with the other children he plays with and he can recognize and name himself in a photograph.  Jacob's mother does report that he tends to get frustrated when others cannot understand what he is saying and it seems that his playmates tend to have trouble knowing what he wants due to his lack of speech clarity.

     Upcoming skills…As Jacob gets older, he will start to show decreased frustration as his communication increases.  He will engage more with others and participate in activities that involve sharing and working together with his peers.  Jacob will also be able to tell his family more about his time at school and things he has done throughout his day.  Jacob will also start to recognize more about himself as a social being as seen in his ability to state his full name and answer the question whether he is a boy or a girl.

II.  Ability to Acquire Knowledge and Skills:  Jacob demonstrated very appropriate problem solving skills in today's evaluation such as twisting the top off of a sippy cup to get to the toys stored inside and unwrapping a piece of paper to find the object hidden inside.  Jacob is able to coordinate his eyes and hands to work on trial and error tasks such as completing a 3 piece shape puzzle and putting together/pulling apart a stack of pegs.  Jacob seems to enjoy trying to figure out new challenges and he is asking a lot of questions to figure out more about what is going on in his environment.  Jacob recognizes familiar objects and he is able to use his words to name objects as well as pictures in books.  Jacob is able to recognize the difference between "big" and "little" as seen when he handed the evaluator a big or little horse when asked.  Jacob is able to point to numerous body parts when they are labeled including his chin and his foot and he will follow one step directions such as "Put the paper in the trash".

     Upcoming skills…In the next several months Jacob will start to use his words more to expand his knowledge of his environment.  Jacob will also be more attentive to adult directed activities in order to open up more learning opportunities for him and using this time he will imitate activities such as counting or drawing lines.  Copying horizontal, vertical, and circular crayon strokes will be a building block in Jacob's prewriting skills as he gets older.  As he becomes better at following more complex verbal directions he will continue to build his receptive and expressive language skills which will allow him to learn more about his world.

III.  Ability to Take Action to get Needs Met:  Jacob has great motor skills that will allow him to continue to develop his independence in his daily routine.  Jacob is able to walk up and down the stairs with only supervision, he can stand on one foot to get his shoe on or off, and he can climb over any object to get to what he wants.  Jacob's mother reports that he has figured out how to overpower the child locks on their cabinets so they are still using gates to keep Jacob out of the kitchen until he has a better understanding of what is dangerous.  Jacob is able to put his shoes on by himself, he can take off all of his clothes, and he can feed himself with a spoon with about 50% spillage.  Jacob is also making nice progress towards using the potty as he will indicate to his family when he has a dirty diaper.  His parents have put him on the potty several times and he does not show any fear of it although he has only used it a couple of times.  Jacob is using his vocabulary of familiar words to make requests or let his family know what he needs although the words are not always clear.

     Upcoming skills…Jacob should continue to progress in this area as he gets more practice with using the spoon at meal time and putting on his clothes.   Jacob can start practicing pulling up his pants with help from Mom or Dad                                                                                                                                                pulling them about half of the way up and letting him finish getting them to his waist.  Because he is interested in the potty, continued progress with potty training is expected and he will become more consistent with using the potty as he starts to learn the signals from his body telling him he has to go.  As his language improves, he will also start using more clear words and phrases to tell his family or caregivers what he wants and needs and having him make choices between 2 objects is a good way to help build his vocabulary.
Summary: Jacob is a very social little boy who shows an interest in other people and in what is going on around him.  Jacob likes to try to figure out things for himself and did show some reliance on Mom in some situations but he was willing to participate with the evaluation team on numerous activities during his assessment.  Jacob was noted during the evaluation to be breathing out of his mouth quite a bit and his mother states that he does suffer from environmental allergies which have been a problem the past few months.  The speech therapist today was able to look closer at Jacob's throat and noted that his tonsils and adenoids appear very enlarged and it was recommended that his mother follow up with his pediatrician to discuss how this is affecting his development.  It was also suggested to Mom that due to her concerns with his speech intelligibility, she may consider a hearing test as well to rule out any possible hearing concerns as factors in his language delay.  It is very possible that the enlarged tonsils/adenoids are affecting the quality of his speech and an ENT referral would be the recommended next step from the visit with the pediatrician.  When the screening for vision concerns was completed today, there was only one concern that the evaluator was not able to observe convergence of Jacob's eyes so it was also recommended that he follow up with a more in depth eye exam to rule out any vision concerns.

