Virginia’s Child Outcomes
Implementation and Benefits

· Why we agreed to be a pilot site.

· We knew that the outcomes would lead to better IFSPs, but we weren’t sure how

· We were struggling with getting all providers to be functional and contextualized, rather than discipline specific and narrow

· Began with a pilot in June 2006 (time 1) at 7 sites across Virginia

· Time 2 occurred 6 months later

· Significant change in how we facilitated the time 2 meetings

· Changed evaluation narrative

· Flowed straight through with the decision tree

· Incorporated parents into the reporting of assessment results

· Benefits
· Parents much more engaged during evaluation and evaluation reporting

· Evaluations became functional – a picture of the child, rather than discrete test items they could perform

· Finished product is something parents can truly understand

· IFSP outcomes flowed right out of the narrative, with parents usually stating their long term goals while we were still discussing results
· Still to learn and grow….

· Consistency in coming to a decision across all assessment teams

· All providers understanding typical development

· Truly using results, once we get longitudinal data to affect change.

