Cooperative Special Education Services Agreement
Northside Independent School District

and 

Family Service Association of San Antonio Head Start

2009-2010 and 2010-2011 School Year

Pre-Referral
*     Head Start will conduct the Ages and Stages Questionnaire 3 (ASQ3) and 
       Ages Stages Social Questionnaire Social Emotional (ASQSE) on all children

       enrolled in the Head Start Program within 45 calendar days of their enrollment.

           *      Head Start will complete a Learning Accomplishment Profile 3 (LAP3)  
                   assessment on all students enrolled in their program three times each school year

       and develop an Individual Child Education Plan (ICEP). 
           *      Head Start will consult with the Center for Health Care Services if they have

                   concerns about a child’s behavior or social development.

           *      Head Start Disabilities Coordinators will observe a child in their classroom and 

                   suggest interventions if the Head Start staff have concerns about a child’s 

                   development. Interventions will be provided for the child for 6-8 weeks before a 

                   referral will be made for special education testing to allow the child time to                                 
       benefit from the interventions. 

            *     Head Start will refer students with an obvious need (medical diagnosis) or  

                   students who have received services through an Early Childhood Intervention (ECI)
                   Program directly to NISD for special education testing. 

Transition from ECI Program
            *     Transition meetings will be held each Friday at Easter Seals no less than 90 days 
                   prior to the child’s third birthday. If the family is interested in services through
                   Head Start and the school district they will meet with both the Head Start and  
                   NISD representatives. NISD will complete the evaluation for special education 
                   services. 
Referral
         *       Head Start will make evaluation referrals for students living inside NISD 
                  boundaries through the Head Start Disabilities Coordinators.
         *       Head Start Disabilities Coordinators will fax or mail all referrals to the NISD  

                  Child Find Office. 
                  Contact:  Pam DeFoore, Child Find Coordinator          phone: (210) 397-2461

                                 4711 Sid Katz



         fax: (210) 615-2483
                                 San Antonio, TX 78229


         email:pamdefoore@nisd.net
               Head Start will provide the following information  to NISD with all referrals:
                      - Head Start Disabilities Referral Form

                      - Consent for Release of Information
                      - ASQ3, ASQSE, LAP 3 Screening Information
                      - Individual Child Education Plan (ICEP)
                      - Vision and Hearing Screenings and Physical
                      - Pre-Referral information and behavior plan if applicable
                      - Last evaluation and most current progress note from Head Start contract 
                         therapist if applicable
         *     NISD Child Find Office will forward referral information to the speech therapist
                at the student’s home campus or the NISD Preschool Assessment Team. If there is 
                an obvious need or previous services through ECI, NISD will forward information
                to the campus coordinator at the student’s home campus and ask the campus team to
                consider a temporary placement into either speech or PPCD services.
Evaluation

*    NISD will complete the evaluation within 60 calendar days of the signed 
                  consent by the parent. 
Admission Review Dismissal  (ARD)  Meeting
          *     NISD will hold the ARD meeting with 90 calendar days of the signed consent by 
                 the parent.
                 NISD will invite Head Start staff (disabilities coordinator, child’s teacher or Head

                 Start center director) to the ARD meeting. The invitation to the ARD meeting will
                 be mailed to: Kim Wilson, Head Start Disabilities Coordinator

     Family Service Association 
                 702 San Pedro Ave.
                 San Antonio, TX 78212
NISD Services
           *     NISD will provide services through either the PPCD Program or Speech Therapy
                  Program in NISD for any Head Start student that qualifies for these services.
           *     NISD will provide transportation to and from the child’s home if they qualify for
                  transportation as a related service. For a child who qualifies for PPCD Services
                  NISD will provide transportation to and from school if the Head Start Center is 
                 within the cluster boundaries of the home school. For a child who qualifies for 

                  Speech Only Services, NISD will provide transportation to and from school if the

                  Head Start Center is within the NISD boundaries.                   
          *     Head Start or child’s parent will provide transportation to and from the child’s home

                 school if the Head Start Center is outside of NISD boundaries or outside of the 
                 cluster boundaries of the NISD home school for students eligible for PPCD.
NISD Referral to Head Start
         *     NISD will refer parents to Head Start if they request information about Head Start
                services. Referral for children with special needs will be made to:
                Kim Wilson, Head Start Disabilities Coordinator

                phone:  (210) 601-2152                       email: kwilson@family-service.org




               fax: (210) 226-0108   

Staff Development
           *     Head Start and NISD can provide staff development training for each other on
                  mutually agreed upon topics (ie., pre-referral interventions, referral process, 
                  evaluation, child development, modifications/accommodations, effective
                  teaching strategies, etc…) 
                 This service agreement will be in effect for the 2009-2010 school year and the 
                 2010-2011 school year. 
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